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Lucretia Mott Amendment Becomes Joint Resolution Number One 


Senator Townsend (Republican) of Delaware received a delegation from the National Woman's Party on the 


east portico of the Senate just before the Senate convened on March 10, 1933. The Senator's prompt action 
at the very opening of the extraordinary session, called to deal with the economic crisis, made the Lucretia 
Mott Amendment Senate Joint Resolution No. | of the 73rd Congress. Mrs. Ashfield Stow of San Fran- 
cisco is seen shaking hands with Senator Townsend. Left to right: Mrs. Dwight Clark, Secretary of the 
National Council of the National Woman's Party; Adelaide Johnson, noted sculptor; Mabel Griswold of Wis- 
consin; Maud Younger of California; Elsie Hill of Connecticut; Mrs. Andrew Stewart of the District 
of Columbia Committee of the Woman's Party; Mabel Law of Ohio; Senator Townsend; Mrs. Stow; 
Rebekah Greathouse of New Jersey, Chairman of the National Lawyers Council of the Woman's Party; 
Phyllis Lyle of Pennsylvania, Executive Committee member of the Government Workers’ Council; and 
race Andrews of Tennessee. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 52 
House Joint Resolution Number 65 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Senator P. Nr, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 

by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LUDLOW, 
Indiana. 


qual Rights 


Blizabeth Selden Rogers, N.Y. 


Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio 


Equal Rights 


Advantages of the Equal Rights Amendment 


HERE is little wonder that sex solidarity among women is increasing 

by leaps and bounds. In every State of the Union, and in almost every 

country in the world, men are literally hammering women together by 
their onslaughts upon women’s earning power. 


In England it is reported that there are 427,166 women and 61,922 girls 
out of work, and yet at a recent meeting in Leeds, England, the Earl of Hare- 
wood appealed to the spirit of sacrifice in women in the matter of finding 
employment for men as against finding jobs for the members of their own sex. 
In France, in Belgium, in Italy, and elsewhere, women are being driven 
steadily out of the gainful occupations, and a married woman who attempts 


to secure a salary is looked upon as a traitor. In America, since the passage 


of the Economy Act, with its iniquitous section 213, attacks have been leveled 
upon married women by practically every Legislature holding sessions. 


The publie utilities have now entered the lists against married women and 
are everywhere passing rules to remove them from the service. Last year 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad led the way by “furloughing” its married 
women whose husbands, at the moment, happened to be employed. Despite 
the most vigorous protests the Baltimore & Ohio has continued this unjust 
policy. Only recently the Lehigh Valley Railroad decided to dismiss all of its 


married women employees, and now comes the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad 
with a threat that it will follow suit. 


NLESS women ‘arial to 3 literally, a pauper sex, 6 on charity, 

publie or private, and forbidden by law, or equally powerful corporation 

regulations, to earn their daily bread, they will have to 8 mass their 
strength and strike back at their “protectors.” 


Fortunately women have the common sense to know that as ‘individuals 
they are powerless against the organized attacks of men. Never before have 
80 many women come seeking the aid of the Woman's Party as within the 


past year. From all parts of the United States they have come for advice 
and direetion in their desperate struggle to maintain their right to earn a 
livelihood. In each instance the Woman's Party has lent what aid it could to 
the local campaigns, but with a growing consciousness that the only permanent 


and practical solution of the multifareous problem lies in the immediate 
adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


In 1925, for example, the teachers in Maryland secured the passage of a 
law guaranteeing Equal Rights to the men and women in the teaching pro- 


fession. This law has been interpreted, time and again as applying equally 


to men and women teachers who marry. It is illegal to dismiss women 


teachers in Maryland for marrying unless men teachers pay the same penalty. 
But does that make any difference? Not at all. 


Last week the Hon. J. W. Williams, a delegate to the Maryland General 
Assembly from Calvert County, introduced a bill in the House providing for 
the immediate dismissal of all the married women teachers in Calvert County! 


NE gets weary of fighting the same fight over and over again, having the 
gains of one year swept away by the losses of the next, standing forever on 
guard lest some stupid man, who should 1 ver have been elected in the first 
place, slip through a bill n to ereet injustice where it had been sup- 


posed that justice stood. 


The advantage of the Equal Rights . hmenament over all forms of local 
legislative Equal Rights enactments lies in its comparative permanency. The 
Hon. Mr. Williams would give up in disgust and let the Calvert County 
married women teachers alone if his devious intention involved the repeal of 
a Federal amendment. | 


As a device for circumventing the attacks of unjust and small-minded men, 
the Equal Rights Amendment is incomparable. The reason the Constitution 
of the United States was adopted in the original instance was that by defining 
certain general principles of human conduct in the relation of men to one 
another, it put the Hon. Mr. Williamses of all time in their proper place. 
It remains for American women to claim their niche in the Constitution and 
thereby to settle the Williams brethren permanently. 
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March 25, 1933 


ENATOR ROYAL COPELAND and 
Representative Dickstein of New 
York have introduced in the new 

Congress at the request of the National 
Woman’s Party, a measure to remove all 
remaining discriminations against women 
in the field of nationality. One of the most 
important points in the bill is the propo- 
sal to give to a child born abroad of an 
American mother the right to American 
nationality, just as the child born abroad 
of an American father now possesses this 
right. Another important point is the 
proposal to give the foreign woman who 
becomes naturalized the same right to 
naturalize her child by her own naturali- 
zation as is now possessed by the foreign 
man who becomes naturalized. The bill 
would also remove from the existing na- 


tionality law a number of minor distinc- 


tions based on sex. Various obsolete pro- 


visions in the present law would also be 


repealed, | 

The bill, known as the Copeland-Dick- 
stein bill, has been referred to the Immi- 
gration Committee in both Houses. Sena- 
tor Copeland and Mr. Dickstein have an- 
nounced that they will press for its im- 
mediate passage. | 

Maud Younger, Congressional Chair- 
man of the Woman’s Party, stated, upon 


the introduction of the hill, that there 


were three reasons why the measure was 
particularly important to women: 


1. In national life—The adoption of the 
measure would mean that the United 
States would have equality between men 
and women in all respects in the fleld of 
nationality. It would carry to completion 
the campaign for equality in nationality 
rights which was launched by American 
women immediately after the winning of 
the vote. 


2. In the western hemisphere — The 
adoption of the measure would greatly 
strengthen the movement for an Equal 


Nationality Treaty for the western hemis- 
phere. The proposal for such a treaty . 


is on the agenda of the coming Conference 
of American Republics to be held in the 
hear future at Montevideo. American 
women would be in a much stronger posi- 
tion to work effectively for the adoption 
of this treaty by the Montevideo confer- 
ence if their own nationality law were 
made perfect as far as equality is con- 
cerned. 

3. In the world—The adoption of the 
measure would also enable American 
women to work more effectively for equal- 
ity in the projected World Code of Law 
to be administered by the World Court. 
The subject of nationality, including the 
nationality of women, has been chosen 


for the opening section of the World Code. 


If the American law on nationality were 


Equal Nationality Bill Introduced Congress 


made perfect American women would 
then be able to speak with power in 
demanding equality in nationality in the 
international field. 


ONGRESSMAN DICKSTEIN, com- 
- menting upon the need for the im- 
mediate passage of the bill, said: 

“The deportation of little children as 
aliens from their mother’s native land will 
be stopped by this bill which I have just 
introduced, The American mother under 


the proposed law will have Equal Rights 


with the American father to give her 
American nationality and the protection 
of the American flag to her child born 
abroad. 

“The famous Cable Act of 1922 enabled 
the American woman to retain her Ameri- 
can nationality although she married a 
foreigner. But while the Cable Act reme- 


died some of the biggest discriminations | 


against American women it left in full 
force various other discriminations. The 


_ Copeland-Dickstein bill will, if passed, 


remove all of these remaining discrimina- 
tions and, in particular, will remedy the 
present tragic injustice to American 
mothers. 

“The country has been shocked lately 


by an unbelievable.event in Iowa. It was 


the case of an Iowa woman whose child 
had been born in Mexico, the father being 
a Mexican. The child was living with 
the mother in Iowa and no notice was 
taken of the alien status of the child be- 
cause the mother’s American nationality 
was well known. However, under the 
present law, the immigration authorities 
were obliged to treat as an alien this child 
of a native-born American mother. They 
ordered the ten-year-old boy deported to 
Mexico, although he had no relatives or 
friends there. Only an injunction against 
the local immigration authority has made 
it possible, temporarily, to keep mother 
and child together. But a child of an 
American father could not be deported 


even though the child had been born in 


Mexico and of a Mexican mother. Why 
should there be this difference in the law 
with regard to the child of an American 
man and the child of an American 
woman? The principle of equality must 
be applied in the whole field of nation- 
ality, leaving no possibility of such a 
situation as this. 


“Another well-known case that shows 


the urgent need for this proposed law is 
that of a Vassar graduate who is now the 
president of the Vassar Club in Paris. 
She was American by birth but lost her 
nationality upon marriage to a French- 
man. After the passage of the Cable Act 
she was able to regain her American na- 
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tionality and promptly took the necessary 
steps to do so, including a special trip to 
this country for the purpose. Her Ameri- 
can nationality regained at such cost is, 
however, not as good as that of any for- 
eign man who has been naturalized as an 
American, because her repatriation does 
not give her child born in France the 
right to American nationality. This new 
bill covers this and all remaining inequali- 
ties in the nationality law. When passed 
it will make the United States the fifth 
country in the western hemisphere having 
absolute equality between men and women 
both as to their own nationality and the 
right to give nationality to their children.” 
The text of the proposed bill is as follows: 


H. R. 3673 


To AMEND LAW ReELATiIve TO CITIZRN- 
SHIP AND NATURALIZATION AND | 
ror OTHER PURPOSES 


Be it Enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress Assembled, That 
Section 1993 of the Revised Statutes is 
amended to read as follows: 


“Section 1993. Any child heretofore 
born or hereafter born out of the limits 
and jurisdiction of the United States, 
whose father or mother at the time of 
the birth of such child was or is a citi- 
zen of the United States, is declared to 
be a citizen of the United States; but 
the rights of citizenship shall not de- 
scend to any such child unless the citi- 
zen father or the citizen mother, as the 
case may be, has resided in the United 

‘States previous to the birth of such 
child.” 


‘Section 2. Section 5 of the act en- 
titled “An act in reference to the expa- 
triation of citizens and their protection 
abroad,” approved March 2, 1907, as 
amended, is amended to read as follows: 


“Section 5. That a child born with- 
out the United States of alien parents 
shall be deemed a citizen of the United 
States by virtue of the naturalization 
of or resumption of American citizen- 
ship by the father or the mother: Pro- 
vided, That such naturalization or re- 
sumption shall take place during the 
minority of such child: And provided 
further, That the citizenship of such 
minor child shall begin at the time such 
minor child begins to reside perma- 
nently in the United States.” 


Szction 3. A citizen of the United 
States may upon marriage to a foreigner 
make a formal renunciation of his or her 
United States citizenship before a court 


having jurisdiction over naturalization of 
aliens. 


Suction 4. Section 2 of the act entitled 
“An act relative to the naturalization and 
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citizenship of married women,” approved 
September 22, 1922, is amended to read as 
follows: 
“Section 2. That an alien who mar- 
ried a citizen of the United States after 
the passage of this act as here amended, 


or an alien whose husband or wife is 


naturalized after the passage of this act 
as here amended, shall not become a 
citizen of the United States by reason 
of such marriage or naturalization; but, 
if eligible to citizenship, he or she may 
be naturalized upon full and complete 
compliance with all requirements of the 
naturalization laws, with the following 
exceptions : | 

(a) No declaration of intention shall 
be required. 


Equal Rights 


BILL of particular interest to 
A women has been introduced in the 


Washington State 1933 Legisla- 


ture. This is H. B. III — granting the 
wife equal power with the husband in 
control of the community property. Ac- 
cording to our present law, the earnings 
of either spouse are considered as per- 
sonal community property and the hus- 
band is the absolute master of this per- 
sonal property. It follows, therefore, 
under our present law, that the wife 
in the State of Washington does not con- 


trol or own her earnings. This situation 


would be changed by the passage of the 
proposed bill for which we are now work- 
ing. Our measure is now in the Rules 
Committee of the House. The author is 


John Mills Day, a well-known legal au- 


thority and the husband of our greatly 
beloved president, L. Ellen Day. Mrs. Day 
is at Olympia continuously in the interest 
of our entire program. We have strong 


hope that the bill will be passed. 


Mr. Day, as the author of the Commu- 
nity Property bill, has prepared a state- 
ment explaining the purpose and the sig- 
nificance of the bill, which statement we 
are using at Olympia in our lobbying 
work. Mr. Day’s explanation is as follows: 


“Community property implies property 


owned by husband and wife. The Spanish 
law, from which our law was borrowed, 
gave to the husband complete dominion 
over and title to both real and personal 
property with full right of disposition, the 
theory being that he held it in trust for 
the benefit of the community. 


eln Washington we have retained the 
form and substance of the Spanish law to 
a very large extent, with one important 


exception, however, and that is, we have 


taken from the husband the right to sell 
or encumber real estate without being 
joined in the conveyance by his wife. 
“Now, just what is community prop- 
erty? Under the laws of Washington all 
property owned by either husband or wife 


(b) In lieu of the five-year period of 
residence within the United States and 
the one-year period of residence within 
the State or Territory where the natu- 
ralization court is held, he or she shall 
have resided continuously in the United 
States, Hawaii, Alaska, or Porto Rico 
for at least one year immediately pre- 

~ ceding the filing of the petition.” 


Section 5, The following acts and parts 
of acts, respectively, are repealed: The 
act entitled “An act providing for the 


naturalization of the wife and minor chil- | 


dren of insane aliens, making homestead 
entries under the land laws of the United 
States,” approved February 24, 1911; Sub- 
division sixth of Section 4 of the act en- 


By Sophie L. W. Clarke 
Editor of the Legislative Counsellor 


| at the time of marriage, together with all 


increment or earnings, and all property 
which either acquired after marriage, 


either by inheritance or gift, is the sepa- 


rate property of the spouse so acquiring it. 
All other property, that is, property accu- 
mulated by either spouse, or by the joint 
effort of both spouses, after marriage, 
is community property. In theory of 
law this is owned by both of them and 


neither has any separate interest in it. 


It is owned by the marital community, 
just as the City Hall is owned by a mu- 
nicipal community, no individual citizen 
having any interest in it which could be 
conveyed or disposed of except by the 
action of the whole. 

“However, the law of Washington gives 
to the husband full right to dispose of all 
of the community personal property as 
though it were his separate property, and 
also gives him control and management 
of the community real estate, though 
without any right to dispose of it except 
by a conveyance joined in by the wife. This 
often works very great hardship, as the 
husband, if he is recreant, can dispose of 
even household furniture or necessaries of 
life. It also enables him, if he has a busi- 
ness, to dispose of the business without 
the wife’s consent and to squander the 
proceeds, even though he has a wife and 
children dependent upon him for support, 
and even though the business has been 
accumulated through their joint efforts. 


661 is now proposed to amend the com- 

munity property law of the State by 
giving to both wife and husband equal 
control of all community property, real 
and personal, and by giving the wife the 
same power to dispose of the personal 
property that the husband has, but with 
the proviso that no sale or encumbrance of 
livestock, household furniture, bedding, 
fixtures, machinery, tools, equipment or 


Equal Rights 


titled “An act to establish a Bureau of 
Immigration and Naturalization, and to 
provide for a uniform rule for the natu- 
ralization of aliens throughout the United 
States,” approved June 29, 1906; and Sec- 
tion 8 of the act entitled “An act relative 
to the naturalization and citizenship of 
married women,” approved September 22, 
1922, as said section was added by the 
act approved July 3, 1930, entitled “An 
act to amend an act entitled ‘An act rela- 
tive to naturalization and citizenship of 
married women,’ approved September 22, 
1922.” The repeal herein made of acts 
and parts of acts shall not affect any right 
or privilege or terminate any citizenship 
acquired under such acts and parts of 
acts before such repeal. 


Washington State 


supplies purchased or kept for the use and 
support of a family, nor any sale or trans- 
fer of property in bulk (that is to say, no 
sale or transfer of all, or substantially all, 
of the goods, wares, merchandise, fixtures 
or equipment used in business) can be 
made except by a written instrument 
signed by both husband and wife. The 
purpose of this is to conserve and protect 
the interest of the family. | 


“It is proposed, however, that a court 
of equity may, in any suit instituted by 
either husband or wife against the other, 
‘where the interest of the community so 
demands, give to either spouse alone the 
power to make such conveyance without 
the consent of the other, or deprive either 
spouse of the right to handle or dispose 
of any and all of the personal property. 

“The law as it now exists gives either 
spouse the right to bequeath by will one- 
half of the personal property and it is 
proposed to withhold from the court the 
power to deprive either of any such right. 

“As to the real estate, it is proposed 


that instead of the husband having sole 


management and control of it, both hus- 
band and wife shall have control with 
equal powers in the management thereof. 
According to the proposed law, it can only 


be conveyed or encumbered by their joint 
‘instrument. 


At is also proposed to give courts of 
equity jurisdiction to give either spouse 


alone power to manage and control any 


and all community real estate, or to sell, 
convey or encumber the same, without the 
consent of the other spouse, and to de- 
prive either spouse of the right to con- 
tract debts for which the real estate may 
be sold on execution, in cases of insanity, 
desertion, or failure or refusal of either 
spouse to care for or assist in the support 
of the family. It is not intended, how- 
ever, that either spouse may be deprived 
by any court of the power to dispose of 
his or her one-half of the community re 

estate by will. 
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March 25, 1933 


“By the proposed amendments it is 
intended to place the husband and wife 
on an absolutely equal footing with rela- 
tion to the ownership, control and man- 
agement of all community property, with 
safeguards against the abuse of the right 
by either, so that the interest of the com- 


munity, including the children of the 
union, may be absolutely conserved and 
protected by the courts. 

“The Woman’s Legislative Council of 
Washington, which has entrusted me with 
the preparation of this bill, is committed 
to an energetic campaign to secure the 
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adoption of this law for the State of 
Washington. This, if it can be accom- 
plished, will, in my opinion, give the State 
of Washington an absolutely just, fair 
and equitable property law, such as has 
never before been known in the history of 
the world.” 


The Program of the Woman's Party 


NE of the great advantages of the 
oe printed word is its power to im- 


pale current opinion. The memory 
of most human beings is so short and so 
variable that it is practically useless as 
an historical source. 

In considering the program of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, as it relates to 
issues of the day, it is of extraordinary 
interest to turn back the leaves of time 
and find out how the program originated. 
In this connection the printed word as it 


appeared in current journals many years 


ago, is invaluable. 

It will be recalled that six months after 
the ratification of the Federal Woman 
Suffrage Amendment, the National Wom- 
an’s Party called a general conference 
of women’s organizations to determine 
whether or not there was adequate reason 
for the Party’s continued existence. The 
meeting was held in Washington, D. C., 
on the one hundred and first anniversary 
of the birth of Susan B. Anthony, Feb- 
ruary 15, 1921. All of the great women’s 
organizations in the United States were 
there, representing peace, child welfare, 
education, “protective” legislation, racial 
equality, civic betterment, social hygiene 
and many other issues. They spoke, and 
after the conference was over Freda 
Kirchwey, wrote in The Nation of March 
2, 1921, under the title, “Alice Paul Pulls 
the Strings“: 

The spirit of the National Woman's 
Party convention at Washington last 


week was summed up in two striking sen- 


tences— This is a machine age, and ‘At 


a convention human intelligence reaches 
With quiet precision 


its lowest ebb.’ . 
the Woman's Party machine .. rolled 
over the assembly, crushing protestants 
of all sorts... the program finally 
adopted declared vaguely against ‘legal 
disabilities’ and for ‘equality’ leaving the 
future definition of these terms and their 
translation into action to the executive 
board. The only specific application of 
the word equality appeared in the demand 
that it be ‘won and maintained in any 
association of nations that may be estab- 
lished! . . . This mild and hypothetical 
program was adopted. ...And it was 
well known ... that Alice Paul had 
spoken the word necessary to make the 
pacifist oppose disarmament and the 
young radicals the radical program.” 
These words of Freda Kirchwey, printed 
over twelve years ago, give a more illumi- 


nating commentary on the importance of 
the Woman’s Party program, than any 
words fresh from the press today could 
possibly supply. 

Remember, The Nation was one of the 
leaders of modern thought in 1921, and 
Freda Kirchwey was one of its foremost 
spokesmen. Yet from her own printed 
words it is clear that she had not the re- 
motest idea at that time of what consti- 
tuted a Feminist program. The explana- 
tion point following the “mild and hypo- 
thetical” demand that “equality,” what- 
ever that might mean, should be “won 


and maintained in any association of 


nations that may be established,” should 
be immortalized in pure gold. It reaches 
the zenith of the printers’ art and elevates 
common speech to the realm oF interpre- 
tive genius. 


N that single exclamation point Freda 
Kirchwey, unwittingly, explained the 
importance of the Woman’s Party pro- 


gram. Scarcely any person on the planet 


in 1921, and certainly not Miss Kirchwey, 
understood what a Feminist program was. 
The word “feminism” had hardly made its 
way into the dictionary and American 
women with their brand-new votes in 
their hands stood at the crossways with 
no program of action for their own 


emancipation. 


The Woman’s Party, under Miss Paul’s 
almost supernatural leadership, supplied 
the program. Contrast Miss Kirchwey’s 
scornful and ambiguous attitude with the 
present situation: the International Head- 
quarters at Geneva, the Equal Rights 
Treaty, the Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee, the world-wide feminist battle now 
being waged against ratification by the 
nations of the unequal nationality treaty ; 
the Inter-American Commission of women, 


set up by the republics of the western 


hemisphere to safeguard the interests of 
women, the approaching Pan-American 
Congress in Montevideo; Alva Belmont 
House, in Washington, D. C., the Equal 
Rights Amendment, the Equality Reserva- 
tion to United States entrance to the 
World Court, the Cable Acts, the equal 
nationality resolution now pending before 
Congress; and finally the work in the 
various States of the Union looking to- 
ward the immediate removal of the “legal 
disabilities” of women. 

Nothing “vague” about this program, 
nothing “mild” or “hypothetical”; on the 


contrary, it is so specific that Miss Kirch- 
wey’s words seem hundreds of years out 
of date and the exclamation point actu- 
ally archaic. 


OMEN in all corners of the world 
now not only understand, but are 
spending their best efforts to put into 


effect the Woman's Party program. Clear 


as crystal it stands out amid the con- 
fusion of other issues. 

On November 11, 1922, at a great con- 
vention, again held in Washington, D. C., 
the Woman’s Party drew up and adopted 
a declaration of principles modeled almost 
precisely after the declaration adopted at 
Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, when the 
first Woman’s Rights Convention ever 
held in the world assembled for action. 

The program was ultra modern in 1848 
and almost equally modern in 1922. It 
called forth exclamation points a-plenty 
and was greeted with gross misunder- 
standing in both epochs. In 1933, how- 


ever, the exclamation points and the mis- 


understanding have both largely passed 
away, for women have meanwhile come to 
realize that their greatest need is organi- 
zation and a direet program of feminist 
activity. 

/The harshness with 1 women have 
been driven from the gainful occupations 
since 1929 and the obvious inability of 
men alone to cope with modern social- 
economic problems have forced women 
into a closer alignment. 

The Woman’s Party program is modern 
still, but except in the South Sea Islands 
it could not possible excite particular 
punctuation. It is acceptable in its en- 
tirety to almost every woman in the 
United States and is incorporated in the 
programs of many women’s organizations 
that are in no wise affiliated with the 
Woman’s Party. 

The time has at last come, on the heels 
of infinite time, when women standing to- 
gether may take their lives in their own 
keeping. The object of the Woman’s 
Party, briefly stated, is to secure Equal 
Rights for men and women in every field 
of human activity. That the program de- 
signed to further this end no longer calls 
forth misunderstanding and abuse but is 
welcomed and followed instead by an ever 
growing multitude of men and women is 
a cheering token that progress by rational 
means can be accomplished by human 
beings. 
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The Spider and the Fly 


A MERICAN women little realize 


how much they already owe to the 

Feminist movement. The word 
“owe” is used here advisedly, for Ameri- 
can women not only owe the large meas- 
ure of freedom that they enjoy to the 
efforts of other women who have gone 
before, but in addition they owe repay- 
ment for this debt in the current coin of 
devoted service to the Feminist movement. 


As a pioneer country the United States 


offered unusual advantages to women in 
the matter of their emancipation, but it 
behooves American women to remember 
at this juncture that their emancipation 
is far from complete, and that this coun- 
try is in a sense the pace-maker for the 
other nations. The prompt adoption of 
the Equal Rights Amendment and the 
immediate passage of the Equality Reser- 
vation will do much to liquidate our debt 
to the pioneers. 


The women of the old world need our 
help and they need it now, and it would 
be a sin against them for us to enter the 
World Court without the Equality Reser- 
vation. Incidentally it would also be 
the height of unwisdom so far as our 
own interests are concerned. American 
women cannot afford to descend to old 
world standards such as the World Court 


now 


In Piteous Plight 


Baltimore News, 
Baltimore, Md., 
March 15, 1933. 


HE piteous con- 
dition of women 
rendered homeless 
by unemployment, 
revealed through a 
survey edited by 
Miss Marie C. Judge, executive secretary 
of the Baltimore branch of the Travelers’ 
Aid Society, demands serious attention. 
The steady increase in the number of 
these women and the growing lack of op- 
portunity for them to secure work during 
the last few years led to the survey. A 
national census just completed shows that 
of approximately 1,250,000 homeless per- 
sons now wandering from place to place, 
145,000, or 12 per cent., are women and 
girls. | 


The survey edited by Miss Judge re- 


veals that in Baltimore there has been a 


large increase in the lower and less well- 
equipped grades of homeless women in 
this unfortunate plight, the transients 
among whom are almost ey. barred 
from jobs. 


It is further stated that while several 
cities have established relief programs 
specifically for women, scarcely any pro- 
vision is made for transients. 

The situation of these isolated women 
without friends and with no fixed abiding 


The condition of women in France, for 
example, is almost unbelievable. A. F. 
writing in The Vote (London, England), 
of March 3 says: 

“French women cannot vote, and mean- 
time, following on this incapacity, Mme. 
Renée Prag, quoted in La Francaise, cites 
some others: 


“1, She cannot obtain a passport 


without marital authority, even if her 


child is dying in a foreign country. 

“2. She cannot alone negotiate se- 
curities which were part of her mar- 
riage portion. 

“3. She cannot, even in a case of urg- 
ency, hypothecate her own jewels with- 
out the authorization of her husband, 
but he, when he likes, and without warn- 
ing, can pawn his wife’s jewels. 


“4. A wife who has been beaten and 


is dissatisfied (one would hardly be 
satisfied) cannot for that reason leave 
her husband. If she attempted this act 
of intolerable insubordination, her hus- 
band could—he really could—summon 
her to return at once. If she persisted, 
he could then compel her to do so with 
the assistance of two gendarmes and a 
sheriff's officer. 

“5. A wife who has been thrashed, 
even if seriously hurt (and still not sat- 


— a) ; ating any — agaist 


Prose 


place, through no fault of their own, is 


one of the most pathetic features of the 


unemployment period. 
Women Drawn 


To Real Estate 
Sunday American, 
Baltimore, Md., 
March 12, 1933. 


HERE has been 

considerable dis- 
cussion in the last 
few years of wom- 
en’s place in busi- 
ness. In “the not 
so long ago” the 
field was limited to teaching in elemen- 
tary schools, writing of fiction, or in 
stenographic and secretarial work, but 
the past decade has seen the rise of many 
women in the professions of medicine, 
law, beauty culture and industry. 


In real estate the field is opened that 
fits the capabilities of every woman. 


Women are natural home-makers. They 
understand home economics. They know 
what a well-selected location and well- 
constructed home means to them, the lay- 
out of a house that will give them the 
greatest comfort with the minimum of 
effort. 


They are naturally lovers of beauty. 
They can visualize the homesite and see 
what will be needed to make it attractive, 
a few shrubs here, a rock garden there, 
over there a tulip bed. 


her husband. For, to plead in any law 
court, the married woman must have 
the authority of her husband, And to 
ask a man who has half beaten you to 
death for permission to sue him 


“Evidently there are quite a few things 
married French women cannot do, but 
there is one, Mme. Prag assures us, they 
can do: ‘They have the indefeasible and 


heart-rending right to prostitute them- 


selves. And the only act of importance 
that a woman, legally united to a man, 
can do without the authority of her hus- 
band is to enter her name on the official 
registers of regulated prostitution! ! !! 
“As they say, Can you beat it?’ No 
wonder that La Francaise, in congratu- 
lating Uruguay on the Suffragist victory 
of December, 1932, concludes: 
‘Hurrah for Latin America! 
Shame on Conservative France!“ 
American women will blink their eyes 
and shake themselves to see if they are 
awake, upon reading of such horrors. But 
they are true and the Frenchman stands 
at the door of the World Court, politely 
and shamelessly, inviting American 
women to enter! The Spider and the 


Fly! American women would be un- 


worthy of the right of franchise if they 
were to agree to enter the World Court 


without the Equality Reservation. 


Women have a keen sense of values. 
They can see the possibilities of certain 
sections over others, the possibilities of 
enhancement in value, the easy accessi- 
bility to stores and metropolitan areas, 
at the same time not losing sight of the 
quiet and homey atmosphere of a com- 
munity. 


Waitresses Oppose EETING in 
Eight-Hour Day protest against 
W Bid: a bill to limit the 


employment 
of women to eight 
hours, a group of 
| thirty-three wait- 
resses employed in one downtown restau- 
rant last night drew a resolution ad- 
dressed to Senator J. Scott Beck, chair- 
man of the Senate Committee on Judicial 
Proceedings, asking that he work against 
the measure. 

The bill was passed this week by the 
House of Delegates. It was introduced 
by Delegate Thomas D’Alesandro, Jr., of 
the First Baltimore District, and polled 
an almost unanimous vote in the House. 

In their resolution, the waitresses de- 
clared that the limitation on their hours 
of employment the bill seeks to impose 
probably would have the effect of giving 
their jobs to men. 


Baltimore, Md., 
March 18, 1933. 
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One and One Make One 


NNOUNCEMENT has been made 
that all married women in the em- 

ploy of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, whose 
husbands are also gainfully employed, will 
at once be given an indeterminate fur- 
lough. This it is announced “is part of 


the policy of the railroad to spread work 


among the greatest number of employes 
possible.” 

We do not understand the Lehigh’s 
arithmetic. Either the Lehigh figures that 
one and one make one, when married peo- 
ple are counted, or else husband and wife 


are one which is certainly not true when 


they are eating. 


Conference of International Alliance 

HE International Alliance for Suf- 

frage and Equal Citizenship held a 
conference of national presidents at Mar- 
seilles, France, from the 18th to the 23rd 
of March. Among those who are reported 
as attending are Mrs. Corbett - Ashby, 
England, international president; Rosa 
Manus, Holland, vice-president; Dr. 
Paulina Luisi, Uruguay; Mlle. Emilie 
Gourd, Switzerland, international secre- 


Feminist Notes 


tary; and Mrs. Katherine Bompas, Eng- 
land, secretary of the 
zation. 


First Woman Diplomat in Spain 

HE first woman to enter the diplo- 

matie department in Spain was ad- 
mitted recently after a competitive ex- 
amination. Senorita Marguerita Salaver- 
ria has the distinction of this “first,” 
which in the United States was obtained 
for’Lucille Atcheson of Ohio during the 
Harding administration. Senorita Sala- 
verria is the daughter of the writer, José 
Maria Salaverria. She is now employed 
in the Consular Department of the Min- 
istry of State. It is expected that she 


will be assigned in a few months to a for- 


eign post. 


Austrian University Appoints Women 


N the capital of Styria, the beautiful 

city of Graz, there are three women 
teaching at the university. Three years 
ago Dr. Dora Boerner-Patzelt began to 
teach as Dozentin of histology; recently 
Dr. Mathilde Uhlirz was admitted as 
Dozentin of history. Recently also Dr. 
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Marianne Satzke was nominated as Lek- 
torin of the Italian language. 

The first woman mining engineer in 
Austria is Olly Peter, a young woman 
born in Graz. She studied at the Mining 
Academy in Leoben, Styria. 


Read Inez Irwin s Book 

ARJORIE SHULER of the staff of 

the Christian Science Monitor, 
widely known to clubwomen through at- 
tendance at most of the larger women’s 
conventions, has been appointed chairman 
of the publications and promotion com- 
mittee of the National Council of Women. 
Her task will be to recommend a pub- 
lisher and to plan promotion for Inez 
Haynes Irwin’s history of the woman 
movement in this country, which will be 
published by the Council at the time of 
the opening of the Chicago Century of 


Progress Exposition. Distinguished rep- 


resentatives of the literary and publish- 
ing fields will assist. The book does for 
the woman movement what a century of 
progress does for the machine age— 
traces the changes it has brought about 
in social and economic standards during 


the past hundred years. 


News from the Field 


Deputation to Delaware Congressman 
HE Honorable Wilbur L. Adams, the 
new Congressman from Delaware, re- 

ceived last week a deputation from the 
National Woman’s Party. The deputa- 
tion was led by Mrs. Florence Bayard 
Hilles, Delaware State Chairman. She 
was accompanied by Marie Lockwood, 
Mrs. Marguerite Dugan Bodziak, Mrs. 


Victor duPont and Frances Wilson. The 


deputation laid before Mr. Adams their 


interest in the Equal Rights Amendment 


and asked his support of the measure. 
Mr. Adams accorded the deputation a 


- sympathetic hearing, but said he could not 


pledge himself to support any measure 
until he became entirely familiar with it. 
The members of the deputation left litera- 
ture in support of the Equal Rights 


Amendment with Mr. Adams, and con- 
eluded the interview by an appeal to him 


to support the amendment not only be- 
cause of the justice of the measure, but 
also because of the fact that it has been 
introduced in the Senate by one of the 
Delaware Senators—Senator Townsend. 


Mrs. Belmont’s Daughter Visits 
Headquarters 

ADAME JACQUES BALSAN of 
Paris, daughter of Mrs. Oliver H. 
P. Belmont, was a recent visitor at the 
National Headquarters of the Woman’s 
Party. Madame Balsan was en route at 
the time from Florida to New York, and 


stopped with her husband, Colonel 
Jacques Balsan, for a few hours in Wash- 
ington in order to see the historic man- 


sion given by her mother to the Woman's 


Party for its permanent headquarters. 
Madame Balsan seemed to be deeply in- 
terested in going over the headquarters 
and in learning about the work carried 
on there. Florence Bayard Hilles of Dela- 
ware, National Chairman; Mrs. Harvey 
W. Wiley of Washington, National Vice- 
Chairman, and Alice Paul, Chairman of 
the Committee on International Rela- 
tions, were at the Woman’s Party head- 


quarters at the time of Madame Balsan’s 


visit and showed her and her husband 
over the headquarters and grounds. 


Madame Balsan, together with her 


brothers, William K. Vanderbilt and 


Harold S. Vanderbilt, has presented to 
the national headquarters a beautifully 
engrossed letter, reading: 


To the Chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, 
Alva Belmont House, 
Washington, D. C. | 

Dear Mrs. Hilles—We wish to express 
to the National Woman’s Party our deep 
appreciation of their untiring. efforts 
which culminated in bestowing on our 
mother the tribute we all felt due her in 
recognition of her life’s work. 

The reverence in which the members of 
your organization held her was reflected 


throughout the service. Please convey to 
them these our sentiments. 


| Sincerely, 

(Signed ) 

W. K. VANDERBILT, 

HaROLD S. VANDERBILT, 
CONSUELO VANDERBILT BALSAN. 


This letter has now been framed and 
placed in one of the rooms at the National 
Headquarters in Washington. 


Madame Balsan has long been identi- 
fied with the woman movement. She took 
part in the suffrage work in England 
when she was living there. In the sum- 
mer of 1914, when she was the guest. of 
her mother at Marble House, Newport, 
she joined the Woman’s Party, then 
known as the Congressional Union for 
Woman Suffrage, and since that time has 
always kept in touch with the Woman’s 
Party. 

The National Council of the Woman’s 
Party sent flowers to Madame Balsan on 


the ship on which she left last week, * 
her husband, for France. 


A -Well-Deserved- Tribute 


EPRESENTATIVE JENKINS of 
Ohio, on the last day of the 72nd 
Congress, in saying farewell to the re- 
turning Congressmen from that State, 
paid the following tribute to Representa- 
tive Cable, who is internationally known 


| 

* 


* 
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for his championship of Equal National- 
ity Rights for women: 

“Mr. Cable served four years here and 
voluntarily retired, but his constituency 
returned him, and he has served another 
four years. He retires to his home in 
Lima, where he has for many years en- 
joyed an extensive and lucrative practice 
as a lawyer. His practice carries him all 
over the State of Ohio. While in Con- 
gress he distinguished himself probably 
more than any one other individual in 
his extensive studies of naturalization of 
aliens. He was during all his time as a 
Congressmen a member of the Committee 
on Immigration and Naturalization. He 
was a stalwart defender of the American 
against the other peoples of the world, 


and his work in that respect brought him 


an acquaintanceship among the immigra- 
tion authorities that was coextensive w ith 
the boundaries of the country. 

“He knows more about naturalization 
than any man in the National Congress 
on either side of the aisle. He is the 
author of the Naturalization Act of Sep- 


women. He secured the passage of two 
amendments to that law in 1930 and 1931 


so that in matters of nationality women 


have Equal Rights with men. He has 
published a book and other articles on 
that subject, and the women of the coun- 
try know him because of his battles in 
their behalf to bring up the naturalization 
laws so that there might be uniformity 
between the rights of men and women. 
Mr. Cable is also the author of our Fed- 
eral corrupt practices act, and he helped 
write our ane 1924 
laws.” 


ware College Alumnae Meeting 


461 T IS a pleasure to be able to speak 
at the Woman's College of my own 


State, at the invitation of the Alumnae 
of the University of Delaware,” said Mrs. 
Hilles, chairman of the Delaware Branch 
of the Woman’s Party, at Newark, Dela- 
ware, on Saturday, March 11. Mrs. Hilles, 
who was the chief speaker at a large 
meeting of the Alumnae of the University 
of Delaware, was introduced by Miss 
Steele, president of the Alumnae Associa- 
tion. 

“Miss Steele,” said Mrs. Hilles, “has 
given me just what I wanted, an oppor- 
tunity to tell the college women of some 
of the discriminations that still bind 
women to the past, and also of the Equal 
Rights Amendment which can so safely 


transport them to a condition of safety 


as regards the laws under which we now 
live. I shall try to make clear to you 
that the program of discriminatory legis- 
lation against women — particularly 
against married women and teachers— 


would be of no avail if the Equal Rights 
Amendment were part of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States.” 

Mrs. Hilles derided the State Legisla- 
ture for using matrimony as a criterion 
of a teacher’s ability. Speaking of the 
bill before the Delaware Legislature, 
against the employment of married wom- 
en as, teachers, Mrs. Hilles said that she 
did not think that marriage had any- 
thing to do with teaching and that mar- 
ried teachers should not be subject to un- 
fair discrimination. | 
Mrs. Hilles told of reading on the in- 
surance liability clause on the back of a 
railroad ticket, that a man would receive 
compensation for any injury yincapaci- 
tating him, but that a woman would re- 
ceive compensation only if she were 
killed outright. She said that after read- 
ing it she became exasperated and wrote 
to the railroad company. They altered 
the clause so as to be more 1 equi- 
table to women. 

College training for women, at one time 


greatly objected to by all, is now taken 
tember 22, 1922, known throughout the 

world as the Cable Act, granting inde- . 
pendent citizenship rights to American 


for granted, she said. The Woman’s 
Party is frequently ‘misunderstood. The 


women wish through the Party. to receive 
“a rights equal to those of men and want to 


break down the old discrimipations and 
barriers. 


Caltrain Discusses Party Program 
RECENT letter from Elizabeth T. 

1 Kent, corresponding secretary of the 
California Branch, reads as follows: 
(Beginning last October the California 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party 
has had monthly discussion luncheons at 


the Women’s City Club in San Francisco. 


“Genevieve Allen’s idea was that our 
membership should understand the basic 
principles of the organization. A leader 


is appointed for each meeting and topics 


discussed have been: National Woman's 
Party Reservation to the United States 


Entrance to the World Court, Women 
and Jobs, and The Effect of the Minimum 


Wage Law. These discussions have proven 
of great interest and educational value.“ 


Chivalrous Men 

DA I. KLOZE, president of the Busi- 

ness and Professional Women’s Coun- 
cil of the Maryland Branch, National 
Woman’s Party, spoke before the wait- 
resses of the Oriole Cafeteria, Baltimore, 
Md., on March 17, on the subject of the 
Eight-Hour Bill for women only, now 
pending before the Maryland General As- 
sembly, with the result that a resolution 
was uanimously passed and signed by the 
young women present denouncing this bill 


and requesting the committee handling it 


to amend it to include men, or else to de- 
feat it. 

On March 18 Miss Kloze spoke before 
the restaurant workers at Child’s Cafe 
with the same result. 


Mrs. Daniel B. N - $1.00 
Ruchel Brooks, N. . 1.00 
Mrs. 8. Johnson, Pa .. 20.00 
Mrs. Onezima DeBouchelle, D. 5.00 
Mrs. Stephen Pell, N. Y. 10.00 
Grace Miller, D. 10.00 
Mrs. William Kent, Calif. 50.25 
Miss Eleanor Lawlor, Calif. 25 
Mrs. William Hofen, Calif.. N 25 
Mrs. Quiney A. Chase, Calif cake 25 
Mrs. Vietor DuPont, Del. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Del 
Mrs. Evelyn Wainwright, ee 10.00 
Mrs. Annette Lynch, Ain. 1.00 
Mrs. Mildred Seydell, Ga G 10.00 
Mrs. William Randolph Hearst, N. ... 100.00 
Mrs. Caroline A. Lloyd, Paris 10.00 
Mrs. Bertha Fowler, Col. 15.00 
Mrs. Rebekah Greathouse, D. C. 10.00 
Mrs. Pierre S. DuPont, Pa 10.00 
Mrs. J. C. Glenn. Mo ; 25 
Mrs. Herbert Allen, Mo 25 
Mrs. H. S. Baldwin, Mo. 25 
Mrs. George Metcalf, Mo. 25 
Mrs. Madeline Perrin, Mo 25 
Mrs. mer, Mo. 25 
Mrs. 7 Foster, Mo 25 
Mrs. James P. Quinn, 0. 25 
Miss Mary E. Coulson, D. : 3.00 
Mrs. Luella Morrison, N. «8 ; 1.50 
Mrs. Norris K. Koclhes, N. 3.00 
Elvira Porter, D. 1.00 
Government Workers? Council contribution 65.00 

Sale of literature ; 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters . 225.50 
$703.00 


Equal Rights 


Industrial women do not want pro- 
tective legislation applying to their sex 
alone, as they have the sense to see that 
it would deprive them of their salaries. 
The Eight-Hour Bill was not introduced 
at the request of industrial women; in- 
stead it was introduced at the request of 
the men in the Baltimore Federation of 
Labor, who chivalrously offer thereby to 
relieve women of their jobs and also of 
their means of subsistence. _ 

If the bill passes quite a number of 
political luminaries will do likewise. 


To Hold Annual Meeting 


HE annual meeting of the Baltimore 

City Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party will be held on Tuesday, March 28, 
at 12 M., at the Woman's City Club, Bal- 
timore, Md. Following a short business 
meeting for the election of officers and 
the transaction of other business, there 
will be a luncheon at 12.30 P. M., when 
Fanny Bunand-Sevastos will be the honor 
guest. Miss Sevastos is a Parisian by 
birth and is now secretary of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women. The 
price of the luncheon is 55 cents a cover. 
Reservations should be made with Mrs. 
M. H. Rollman, 2802 Southern avenue, 
Baltimore, Md. (Hamilton 0877-J), by 
March 26. 


MILLION DOLLAR 
Treasurer’s Report 


Berrien, Treasurer 
ELSA Dorsch, Auditor 


ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 
quarters, December 7, 1912, to Feb- 
ruary 1, 1933, 51,903, 860.07. | 
: Receipts from N 1 to March i, 
1933: 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 
PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS — 


600 East Lombard Street 
Baltimore, Md. 
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